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SARP POSTER PRESENTATION GUIDELINES AND RUBRIC 

Guidelines for the SARP Course Poster Presentation 
(PSAP 7401) 
 
The Poster Presentation is the final credit of the three-credit SARP Course requirement. The 
Poster Presentation must be developed with the help of your SARP project mentor. The Poster 
Presentation is the capstone element of your SARP Course Project and should be a concise 
summary of your research question or hypothesis, the specific aims of the project, what 
methods you used to address these aims, your project’s results, conclusions, and ethical 
statement.  
 
Poster Presentation Points of Emphasis 

• Your SARP Course project mentor is responsible for helping you develop your Poster 
Presentation in all its aspects. Work proactively to develop a solid working 
relationship with your mentor to maximize both the success of your project and 
your professional development. 

• The Poster Presentation needs to be created by you, representing original work. You 
need to take ownership of the Poster Presentation and are responsible for its 
content. This needs to be a new poster created specifically for the SARP Symposium. 

• Your Poster Presentation will be presented at the SARP Symposium and will be 
assessed by several reviewers according to the Poster Presentation rubric available 
on the SARP Website, in the Appendix and also on Elentra. The SARP webpage is part 
of the TTUHSC El Paso website and is located under the Department of Medical 
Education. It can be found within the Scholarly Activities and Research section. 

• Your poster will be presented digitally (as a PowerPoint slide) at the Annual SARP 
Symposium. Poster templates are available from the TTUHSC EP Office of 
Institutional Advancement.  

 
Poster Contents 
Your SARP Course Poster should contain the following elements:  

• Title of Project 
• Author List and affiliations 

o Please list all authors and the respective affiliations that participated in 
your SARP Course Project. By convention as presenter, you should be 
listed as first author, and your mentor should be listed as the final author. 

Abstract  
The poster abstract contains text (no figures or tables) and appears at the beginning of the 
poster. The abstract is typically between 200-300 words in length. References should be omitted 
in the abstract and abbreviations should be avoided.  
 
Background/Introduction 
This should be a concise introduction to the topic of your project providing a logical foundation 
for your hypothesis or research question.  

https://ttuhscep.app.box.com/s/9ftmo85d2fky3hdskp4oiyddqe7zj80v
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Hypothesis or Research Question 
This is a one sentence statement of the project’s overall focus stated as an explicit hypothesis, 
or a specific research question to be addressed. 
 
Specific Aims with Rationale 
The specific aims should be concise one- or two-sentence summaries of what you expected to 
achieve in executing your project.  
 
Materials and Methods  
This will be a short description of the methods (employing techniques, materials, databases, 
surveys, etc.) you used to directly accomplish your Specific Aims. Graphical representations of 
your methods or workflow may take some effort to design but it will save you space and are 
often more visually appealing.  
 
Results 
This section is where you will include the relevant findings of your SARP Course Project. This 
section should include your figures with appropriate captions and tables. Remember that 
figures are usually more appealing than tables and tables although often appropriate can be 
difficult to read at a distance. 
 
Conclusions 
This should typically be one or two sentences or bullet points. When presenting your poster, 
you should spend some time explaining the implications and significance of your findings to the 
audience as your ideas may help change practice or generate further research. 
 
References 
Include references where information is cites but it important but use citations sparingly. 
 
Ethics statement and Funding 
If your SARP Course project requires compliance approval for using human subjects (IRB), 
animals (IACUC), or biohazardous materials (IBC) please include a statement that this project 
was approved and provide a protocol number. If this project did not require institutional 
compliance, a statement attesting to that fact should be provided. If your project was funded by 
a grant, please add a statement acknowledging the funding source.  
 
Additional considerations for your Poster Presentation: 

• Your Poster Presentation will be assessed by a faculty member using a rubric available in 
the SARP Syllabus and on the SARP Website. Review this assessment rubric so you’re 
familiar with how elements of your Poster Presentation will be graded. 

• Be certain to work closely with your mentor on Poster Presentation and obtain and 
incorporate feedback Poster Presentation.  
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o Practice your presentation with your lab, colleagues, friends, etc. Ensure you can 
explain all aspects of your poster, remember there is a question answer session 
as part of the presentation.  

 
• Provide relevant citations using the format suggested in the AMA Style Manual. 
• Be certain to read the cited references so the Poster Presentation has scholarly integrity. 
• Edit your Poster Presentation carefully: 

o Proofread (suggestion: have a naïve reader look at your final draft). 
o Check spelling  
o Check grammar 
o Check the accuracy of your figures (do you have titles and labeled axes)  

• Be certain your SARP Course project mentor is closely involved in this process. 
• Be sure to include a TTUHSC EP institutional logo as well as a logo from your mentor’s 

institution (if your project was done outside of TTUHSC EP). 
 
Integrity Issues 
Students are required to demonstrate a high level of intellectual and personal integrity during 
all activities related to completion of the SARP Course, in alignment with their professional 
identity formation as physicians. This includes communicating clearly and honestly and treating 
all staff, students, faculty and other participants with respect and dignity. 
 
Grading of the SARP Course Poster Presentation 
Following grading by FSOM faculty reviewers using a grading rubric (available in the SARP 
Syllabus and on the SARP website), a Pass or Not-Yet-Pass determination will be made. If Pass, 
the grading rubric will be deposited in the individual student’s ePortfolio. If Not-Yet-Pass, the 
student will be contacted by email, the grading rubric included, and provided 2 weeks to revise 
and represent the Poster Presentation to SARP Directors or faculty reviewers. If Pass, the 
grading rubric for the revised Poster Presentation will be deposited in the individual student’s 
ePortfolio. If Not-Yet-Pass, the student will receive a grade of ‘FA’ (Fail) on their official 
transcript for PSAP 7401 and will be referred to the Committee on Student Grading and 
Promotion (GPC). 
 
SARP Course Objectives for the Poster Presentation: 
The following SARP Course Objectives are addressed by completing the SARP Course Poster 
Presentation: 

o Objective 1: Students will develop a research question or project theme, identify a 
faculty mentor, and complete all requirements for the SARP Course.  

o Objective 2: Students will learn how to search the literature, identifying previous 
knowledge and theory that provides context and relevance for their project. 

o Objective 4: Students will choose and employ adequate methods for the acquisition 
and statistical analysis of data and information for their project.  
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o Objective 5: Students will submit a Poster Presentation for their project, providing a 
concise summary of the project execution, data acquisition and analysis, and 
conclusions.  

o Objective 6: Students will demonstrate clear and effective communication skills (oral 
and written) in the presentation of their project. 

o Objective 7: Students will learn about protection of human and animal subjects 
involved in research.  

o Objective 8: Students will learn and exhibit ethical principles in the design and 
execution of their projects.  

o Objective 9: Students will exhibit attitudes and behaviors consistent with 
professional conduct of research and scholarship.  

o Objective 10: Students will submit each assignment by the deadline and respond to 
all communications and feedback in a timely and professional matter.  

o Objective 11: Students will collaborate generously and professionally with their 
mentor, faculty, students, and staff during completion of their research project.  

o Objective 12: Students will learn principles of self-directed and life-long learning and 
apply these to the design and execution of their projects.  

o Objective 13:  Students will learn the principles of self-efficacy, monitoring and 
sharing personal progress through self-evaluation and reflection, and SARP Course 
evaluation.  
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SARP Poster Presentation Assessment Rubric 
 

Reviewer Grading Rubric for SARP Course Poster Presentations 
Instructions for Reviewer:  Please use the following category descriptors to give the 
student feedback on the quality of his/her project. This rubric is meant to provide the 
student with a feel for how well they did relative to both their peers and your 
expectations for a project at this stage of their career. Additionally, please provide 
narrative feedback regarding the strengths of the poster and presentation as well as any 
areas where you see potential for improvement. 
Student Name:  
Student Mentor:  
Project Title:  

Poster Appearance 

Needs 
Improvement 

The poster is visually unappealing, cluttered, or difficult to read. The 
formatting, color scheme, and layout hinder understanding and 
engagement. 

Satisfactory 
The poster is moderately visually appealing, but improvements 
could be made in terms of organization, clarity of visuals, and 
legibility of text. 

Excellent 
The poster is visually appealing, well-organized, and effectively 
utilizes appropriate visuals, fonts, colors, and layout to enhance 
comprehension and engagement. 

Poster Content 
Needs 
Improvement 

The content of the poster is incomplete, lacking in depth, or fails to 
address key aspects of the research project. 

Satisfactory 
The content of the poster is present but lacks coherence, contains 
inaccuracies, or includes irrelevant information. 

Excellent 
The content of the poster is comprehensive, accurate, and 
effectively presents the research project, including the research 
question, methodology, results, and conclusions. 

Presentation and Communication 

Needs 
Improvement 

The presenter fails to effectively communicate the research project, 
lacking organization, clarity, and engagement. The presentation 
lacks structure and coherence. 

Satisfactory 
The presenter communicates the research project but with limited 
clarity, relying heavily on reading from the poster, lacking 
engagement with the audience 

      

The presenter effectively communicates the research project, 
engaging the audience with a clear and well-structured 
presentation. They demonstrate strong verbal and non-verbal 
communication skills and provides additional insights beyond the 
poster content. 

Response to Audience Questions 
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Needs 
Improvement 

There are significant concerns regarding the research and academic 
integrity, including potential ethical issues, lack of transparency, or 
improper citation practices. 

Satisfactory 
The poster demonstrates awareness of research and academic 
integrity, but there are minor concerns or oversights. 

Excellent 
The poster shows a strong commitment to research and academic 
integrity, including appropriate ethical considerations, transparent 
data collection and analysis, and accurate and consistent citations. 

Overall Project Poster Presentation 

Needs 
Improvement 

There are significant concerns regarding the quality of this poster 
presentation. There are significant concerns regarding the research 
and academic integrity, including potential ethical issues 

Satisfactory 

The poster presentation provides sufficient information but there 
are minor concerns or oversights. The poster presentation 
demonstrates awareness of research and academic integrity, but 
there are minor concerns or oversights. 

Excellent 

The poster presentation logical, and convincingly presented 
effectively communicating all aspects of the plan. The poster 
presentation shows a strong commitment to research and academic 
integrity, including appropriate ethical considerations, transparent 
data collection and analysis. 

If a reviewer classifies your overall Poster Presentation as “needs improvement” consult 
with your project mentor and SARP Directors to determine a plan for remediation. 

Reviewer Comments: 
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