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MAVJ. Craig Ainsworth, M.D.
craig.r.ainsworth.mil@health.mil

Title: Associate Program Director,
Medical Director Intensive Care, and
Chief Department of Pulmonary and
Critical Care Medicine

Specialty (ies): Pulmonary and Critical
Care Medicine

Education: B.S.; Brigham Young
University, Provo, UT, 2003; M.D.;
Uniformed Services University, 2007;
Residency, Internal Medicine, Dwight
David Eisenhower Army Medical
Center, Fort Gordon, GA, 2011;
Fellowship, Critical Care Medicine,
Walter Reed National Military Medical
Center, Bethesda, MD, 2013.

Scholatly activities and interests:

Dr. Ainsworth received the Bronze
Star Medal for meritotious setrvice in
Operation Enduring Freedom,
Afghanistan in 2014 and the Joint
Service Achievement Medal for out-
standing performance as a critical care
medicine fellow in 2013.

NOVEMBER 2014

Munmun Chattopadhyay, M.Sc.,
Ph.D.

munmun. chattopadh-

yay@ttuhsc.edu
Phone: (915) 215-4170

Title: Assistant Professor

Year Joined Texas Tech: 2014
Specialty (ies): Biomedical Sciences
Center of Emphasis in Diabetes and
Metabolism

Education: B.Sc., Zoology; University
of Calcutta, India, 1991; M.Sc.,
Zoology; Jiwaji University, Gwalior,
India, 1993; Junior Research Fellow;
University Grants Commission, 1995;
Senior Research Fellow, University
Grants Commission, 1998; Ph.D.,
Neurosciences; Jiwaji University,
Gwalior, India, 1998

Scholatly activities and interests:
Peripheral Neuropathy: Due to
chemotherapy, drug overdose,
diabetes, diabetic neuropathic pain,
herpes simplex virus vector mediated
gene therapy and nerve injury.

Safa Elsebai Farrag, M.D.

safa.farrag@ttuhsc.edu
Phone: (915) 215-5247

Title: Assistant Professor
Year Joined Texas Tech: 2013
Specialty (ies): Internal Medicine

Education: M.B.,Ch.B; Tanta Univer-
sity, Tanta, Egypt, 2004; Residency,
One day surgery hospital, Kafer
Elzayat, Egypt, Critical Care Medicine,
2008; Residency Texas Tech
University Health Sciences Center, El
Paso, Texas; 2013.

Scholatly activities and interests:

Dr. Farrag is fluent in Arabic, English
and Spanish. She also enjoys listening
to music, playing chess and traveling.
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Robert Gonzalez, M.D.
robert99.gonzalez@ttuhsc.edu
Phone: (915) 215-4834

Title: Assistant Professor
Year Joined Texas Tech: 2013
Specialty (ies): Psychiatry

Education: M.D.; University of Texas
Southwestern Medical School at
Dallas, Dallas, Texas, 2002; Residency;
Psychiatry, University of Texas
Southwestern Medical School at
Dallas, Dallas, Texas, 2000;
Fellowship; National Institutes of
Mental Health, University of Texas
Southwestern Medical School at
Dallas, Dallas, Texas, 2009

Scholarly activities and interests:

Dr. Gonzalez is an enthusiastic junior
investigator committed to a research
career focusing on delineating the
pathophysiological mechanisms of
bipolar disorder. Dr. Gonzalez has a
particular interest in exploring how
disturbances in biological rhythms are
associated with the illness. Rhythm
disruption is a hallmark of bipolar
disorder.

Suzanne Gonzalez, Ph.D.
suzanne.gonzalez@ttuhsc.edu
Phone: (915) 215-4231

Title: Assistant Professor

Year Joined Texas Tech: 2013
Specialty (ies): Centers of Emphasis in
Neurosciences

Education: B.S; University of North
Texas, Denton, Texas, 1996; M.S.;
Forensic genetics, University of North
Texas Health Science Center, Fort
Worth, Texas, 2003; Ph.D.; Cellular
biology, University of North Texas
Health Science Center, Fort Worth,
Texas, 2008.

Scholarly activities and interests:

Dr. Gonzalez interests are in the field
of neuropsychiatric genetics in
Hispanic populations. Dr. Gonzalez is
particularly interested in
understanding how genetic
polymorphisms within key
physiological pathways translate into
clinical endophenotypes of disorders.

Hector Granados, M.D.

hector.granados@ttuhsc.edu

Phone: (915) 215-5700

Title: Assistant Professor
Year Joined Texas Tech: 2014
Specialty (ies): Pediatrics

Education: M.D.; Universidad
Autonoma de Ciudad Juarez,
Chihuahua, Mexico, 2005; Residency;
Woodhull Medical Center, New York
City, NY. 2011; Fellowship; Pediatric
Endocrinology, Connecticut
Children’s Medical Center, Hartford,
CT.

Scholatly activities and interests:

Dr. Granados hobbies are sports and
healthy living, reading, air cooled
motors mechanics and vintage VW
restoration.
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Esperanza Gutierrez, LCSW

espi.gutierrez@ttuhsc.edu

Phone: (915) 215-5858

Title: Faculty Associate

Year Joined Texas Tech: 2014
Specialty (ies): Adolescent
Psychotherapist

Education: Professional Social
Worker, Facultad de Trabajo Social,
Universidad Autonoma de Nuevo
Leon Mexico, 1966; Externship,
Advanced Training in Psychotherapy,
Galveston Family Institute, Houston,
TX, 1992; MPH, University of Texas
Health Science Center at Houston,
Houston, Texas, 2012.

Scholarly activities and interests:

Dr. Gutierrez likes to volunteer and
was awarded with two certificates
from the Houston Independent
School district for outstanding
Volunteer Services in 1988 and 1990.

Darine Kassar, M.D.
darine.kassar@ttuhsc.edu

Phone: (915) 215-5900

Title: Assistant Professor
Year Joined Texas Tech: 2014
Specialty (ies): Neurology

Education: M.D., Lebanese
University Faculty of Medical Sciences
20006; Lebanese University Beirut,
Lebanon, 2007; Residency; Saint Louis
University Hospital, St. Louis, MO,
2013; Fellowship; Neutomuscular
Diseases, Ohio State University,
Columbus, OH, 2014.

Scholarly activities and interests:

Dr. Kassar is fluent in Arabic, French
and English and has interests in
painting, photography & is interested
in “Doctors without Borders”.

£
el I

Shaked Laks, M.D.
shaked.laks@ttuhsc.edu
Phone: (915) 215-6015

Title: Assistant Professor

Year Joined Texas Tech: 2010
Specialty (ies): Body and MSK
Imaging and Body Imaging Fellowship
Program Director

Education: M.D.; New York
University School of Medicine, New
York, NY, 2004; Residency; New
York University School of Medicine,
New York, NY, 2009; Fellowship;
Abdominal Imaging, New York
University, New York, NY,2010;
MiniFellowship; MSK MRI, New
York University, Newy, NY, 2013.

Scholatly activities and interests:

Dr. Laks is currently in the
development of computer assisted
detection algorithm for small
colorectal polyps in CT colonography.
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Ruth G. Perez, Ph.D.

ruth.g.perez@ttuhsc.edu

Phone: (915) 215-4193

Title: Associate Professor

Year Joined Texas Tech: 2011
Specialty ies): Center of Emphasis in
Neurosciences

Education: B.S.; University of Texas,
El Paso, TX, 1972; M.A.; University
of Texas, El Paso, TX, 1987; Ph.D.;
Neurobiology, University of
Pittsburgh School of Medicine,
Pittsburgh, PA, 1993; Post-doctoral,
Brigham and Women’s Hospital at
Harvard Medical School, Boston, MA,
1997.

Scholatly activities and interests:
Dr. Perez is currently studying such
proteins from a molecular to a whole

animal level promises to identify novel

therapeutic targets for the treatment
of Parkinson’s disease, Alzheimer’s
disease, Multiple System Atrophy, and
Dementia with Lewy Bodies, all of
which are pathologies collectively
referred to as synucleinopathies.

Paisith Piriyawat, M.D.

paisith.pitivawat@ttuhsc.edu
Phone: (915) 215-5911

Title: Associate Professor
Year Joined Texas Tech: 2014
Specialty (ies): Neurology

Education: M.D.; Chulalongkorn
University, Faculty of Medicine,
Bangkok, Thailand, 1992; Residency;
Saint Louis University, Saint Louis,
MO, 2000; Fellowship; Stroke
Program;, University of Texas at
Houston, Houston, TX, 2002.

Scholatly activities and interests:
Dr. Piriyawat provides care for

patients with neurological disorders on

both inpatient and outpatient bases
with emphasis on cerebrovascular
diseases.

Krishnaswamy Rao, M.D.

jo.rao@ttuhsc.edu

Phone: (915) 215-5700

Title: Assistant Professor

Year Joined Texas Tech: 2013
Specialty (ies): Pediatric
Endocrinology

Education: M.B.B.S.; Sti Sidhartha
Medical College, Tumkur, India, 2001;
MRCPCH, U.K., 2007

Scholatly activities and interests:

Dr. Rao is currently doing research on
“Role of Dietary counselling
behavioral modification on Lipid
profile and inflammatory mediators
associated with Type-1 Diabetes in
preschool children and also the
Winner of the Marilyn Fishman Grant
for Diabetes Research by the Endo-
crine Fellows society in 2011.
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¥
Michael G. Schaffer, M.D.

michael.schaffer@ttuhsc.edu
Phone: (915) 215-5099

Y

Title: Assistant Professor

Year Joined Texas Tech: 2014
Specialty (ies): Obstetrics and
Gynecology

Education: M.D.; University of
Florida College of Medicine,
Gainesville, FL., 1988; Residency;
Hahnemann University Hospital,
Philadelphia, PA, 1992

Scholatly activities and interests:

Dr. Schaffer’s areas of interest include
general obstetrics and gynecology,
integrative medicine and hormone
balancing.

Gerardo Vazquez, M.D.

gerardo.vazquez@ttuhsc.edu

Phone: (915) 215-5510

Title: Assistant Professor

Year Joined Texas Tech: 2014
Specialty (ies): Family and Community
Medicine

Education: M.D.; Texas Tech
University Health Sciences Center,
School of Medicine, Lubbock, TX.
2010; Residency; Texas Tech
University Health Sciences Center El
Paso, Paul L. Foster School of
Medicine, El Paso, TX, 2013;
Fellowship; Sports Medicine, Texas
Tech University Health Sciences
Center El Paso Paul L. Foster School
of Medicine, El Paso, TX, 2014.

Scholatly activities and interests:
Dr. Vazquez hobbies include weight
lifting and watching movies.

Wendy E. Walker, Ph.D.
wendy.walket@ttuhsc.edu
Phone: (915) 215-4268

Title: Assistant Professor

Year Joined Texas Tech: 2014
Specialty (ies): Center in Infectious
Diseases

Education: BSc (hons) Genetics,
University of Edinburgh, Edinburgh,
UK Ph.D., 1998, University of
Edinburgh, Edinburgh, UK, 2003,
Teaching Preceptorship, McDougal
Graduate Teaching Center Yale
University, New Haven, CT, 2006,
Responsible Conduct of Research for
Postdocs, Yale University, New
Haven, CT, 2007.

Scholarly activities and interests:

Dr. Walket’s research interests are in
innate immunity and sepsis and HIV
elite control and long-term
nonprogression
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