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UTSW MEDICAL SCHOOL CURRICULUM & RESEARCH 



SCHOLARLY ACTIVITY TRACKS 

 BASIC RESEARCHTRACK: hypothesis driven/ laboratory research.

 CLINICAL ANDTRANSLATIONAL RESEARCHTRACK: clinical and translational research projects.

 COMMUNITY HEALTH TRACK: social support programs in community health care and 
community health improvement.

 GLOBAL HEALTHTRACK: medical care in low-resource environments locally and abroad. 

 MEDICAL EDUCATIONTRACK: projects focus on education for future academic medicine 
interest.

 QUALITY IMPROVEMENT AND PATIENT SAFETYTRACK: formal training and practical experience 
in quality improvement 



DISTINCTION PROGRAMS 

 To recognize students who distinguish 
themselves in the conduct of meaningful 
scholarly activities during the course of their 
medical school training. 

 Outcome: Individuals satisfying the program 
requirements are recognized at graduation 
and on their diploma as graduating with: 

the degree of 

Doctor of Medicine, 

with Distinction in _______

REQUIERMENTS:

• 24 weeks of full-time scholarly activity
• Thesis Presentation (defense)
• Written thesis (30 pages)
• Support by a thesis committee:

Primary mentor and 2 others



DISTINCTION IN COMMUNITY HEALTH 

To include a minimum of 24 weeks of scholarly activity in Community Health 

Potential Community Health research activities:

 Community Health Fellowship Program (CHFP): 10 weeks

 Scholarly Activity – Community Health Track: 12 weeks

 Community Medicine Elective (Part of CART): 4 weeks

 All CART program requirements ( + 2 CM elective): 12 weeks

 Completed Manuscript –submitted to peer-reviewed journal & Thesis 



DISTINCTION IN COMMUNITY HEALTH 

Community Health Fellowship Program (CHFP): 10 weeks
 9 weeks each summer…

 introduces first-year medical students to community-based participatory research

 emphasizes the importance of collaboration as a means for addressing community health problems in underserved 
communities

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=nora+gimpel+community+health+fellowship

Scholarly Activity – Community Health Track: 12 weeks √

 Community Medicine Elective (Part of CART): 4 weeks

 All CART program requirements ( + 2 CM elective): 12 weeks √

 Completed Manuscript –submitted to peer-reviewed journal & Thesis 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=nora+gimpel+community+health+fellowship


COMMUNITY MEDICINE EDUCATION AND RESEARCH TRAINING FOR 
FUTURE PRIMARY CARE PHYSICIANS



OTHER DEGREES AND PATHWAYS

 https://www.utsouthwestern.edu/education/medical-school/degrees-pathways/

https://www.utsouthwestern.edu/education/medical-school/degrees-pathways/


GRADUATE QUESTIONNAIRE 2019 REPORT 
RESPONSES OF 16,126 GRADUATES,.
142 U.S. MEDICAL SCHOOLS THAT GRADUATED STUDENTS IN THE 2018-2019 ACADEMIC YEAR
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