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November 27, 2023 

Noon – 1:00 p.m. 
MSB 1A103D and WebEx 

TTUHSC El Paso PLFSOM Faculty Council 
11/27/2023 

 

 

 MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE: 
• Daniel Bustamante, M.D., Assistant Professor, Pathology 
• Jose Castro Garcia, M.D., Assistant Professor, Surgery 
• Abhizith Deoker, M.D., Associate Professor, Internal Medicine 
• Katherine Hartl, M.D., Assistant Professor, Family and Community Medicine 
• Hugo Kato, M.D., Assistant Professor, Pediatrics 
• P. Antonio Maldonado, M.D., Associate Professor, Obstetrics & Gynecology 
• Stormy Monks, Ph.D., M.P.H., Associate Professor, Emergency Medicine, Immediate 

Past-President 
 

• Claudia Maria Prospero Ponce, M.D., Assistant Professor, Neurology 
• Dale Quest, Ph.D., Professor, Medical Education 
• Lela Ruck, M.D., Assistant Professor, Internal Medicine - Transmountain 
• KoKo Aung, M.D., M.P.H., Vice President for Faculty Success, TTUHSC El Paso, 

Associate Dean for Faculty Affairs, PLFSOM, Ex-Officio, Non-Voting Member 
• Richard Lange, M.D., M.B.A., President, TTUHSC El Paso, Dean, PLFSOM, Ex-Officio, 

Non-Voting Member 

MEMBERS NOT IN ATTENDANCE: 
• Adam Adler, M.D., Associate Professor, Orthopaedic Surgery & Rehabilitation 
• Mary Josephine Amaro Esparza, D.O., Family Medicine - Transmountain 
• Alok Dwivedi, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Molecular and Translational Medicine, 

President 

• Vital Rangashamanna, M.D., Assistant Professor, Radiology 
• Wayde Miller, M.D., Assistant Professor, Anesthesiology 
• Sarah Walker, M.D., PLFSOM EPCMS Representative, Non-Voting Member 

 
GUESTS: 
• Andrew Tyler, M.D., Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Orthopaedic Surgery & Rehabilitation 
• Zuber D. Mulla, Ph.D., Professor, Obstetrics and Gynecology; Interim Associate Dean,  

Faculty Development 
• Miranda Alvarez, Director for Faculty Services, Office of Faculty Affairs 
 

• Michelle Brown, Analyst II, Office of Faculty Affairs 
• Danielle Lara, Coordinator, Office of Faculty Affairs 
• Kristina Levitt, Lead Analyst, Office of Faculty Affairs  

I. CALL TO ORDER 
Dale Quest, Ph.D. 
PLFSOM Faculty Council President-Elect 

Dr. Dale Quest, Faculty Council President-Elect, welcomed all attendees joining the November 27, 2023 Faculty 
Council meeting in-person and via WebEx. He called the meeting to order at 12:07 PM. 

 
II. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Dale Quest, Ph.D. 
PLFSOM Faculty Council President-Elect  
 

After quorum was met, the Faculty Council meeting minutes from October 16, 2023 were approved as 
presented. 
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III. DEAN’S REPORT 
Richard Lange, M.D., M.B.A. 
Dean, PLFSOM 
 

Dr. Lange provided a brief update: 
A. Dr. Lange thanked Miranda Alvarez, MA, Director of Faculty Services, for her years of terrific service to the 

institution. She will be leaving the institution this month and will be missed. 
B. Donor Luncheon 

A donor luncheon was held last week for 160 individuals from the community. In the past year, community 
donors raised $2.2 million in student scholarship funds. An announcement was made for an additional 
$250,000 scholarship gift to the Foster School of Medicine students, which will be matched by the 
institution with $500,000 towards PLFSOM. Donations come from grateful patients and community 
members that have received care from the institution, or from individuals with educational experience with 
our institution.    

C. Leadership Position Searches  
• A search will begin for the Department Chair of Radiology. Our current chair, Dr. Tom Dykes, will be 

retiring this spring, but he will continue to work part-time. A search committee has been formed.  
• A search will also begin for the Department Chair of Family and Community Medicine at Kenworthy.  
• The search for the Dean for PLFSOM is underway. Dr. Lange will stay on as President, but will step 

down from the role of dean.  He is looking for someone to share the workload by devoting all of their 
time to the medical school.  When Dr. Lange took on these responsibilities 10 years ago, the campus 
had only 2 schools, 450 students, 1500 employees, and annual budget of about $180 million. Today 
the campus has grown to include 4 schools, 950 students, 300 residents, and annual budget of $325 
million.  The Office of Faculty Affairs is coordinating the search efforts.  

D. Board of Regents Approvals 
• The Board of Regents approved an architect design firm for two buildings that will sit right next to 

each other.  
• The cancer center received $65 million from the state with an additional anticipated $25-30 million, 

for a 90,000 sq. ft. comprehensive cancer center.  
• A clinical building will be built adjacent to the cancer center. The state approved $60 million for a 

120,000 to 160,000 sq. ft. building.  The clinic building and cancer center will share an imaging center. 
• Over the next several months focus groups will meet with the architect firm to obtain opinions and 

will present architectural renderings. 
E. Lighting for Hope Holiday Event Campus Lighting Ceremony 

• Dr. Lange invited all faculty members to attend the Lighting for Hope on December 1, 2023. The event 
will include a lighting ceremony and fireworks on campus for the first time.   
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IV. DEPARTMENTAL  REPORT 
Lela Ruck, M.D. 
Department Representative, Internal Medicine  
 

Dr. Ruck provided a report on the Department of Internal Medicine: 
 

 
*Please see attached report 
 

Q. Does the simulation center activity occur at the Alberta site or Transmountain site? 
A. All simulations are at the Alberta site as Transmountain does not have simulation facilities. 
 
Q. Do first, second, and third years complete their simulations here? 
A. Last year, the simulations started with only first and second years. It was the same simulation for all, 

but the hope for this year is to conduct different simulations for different levels.  Dr. Quest suggested 
exploring whether any simulations equipment is portable.  

 
Q. When faculty and students travel to Alberta, do they have parking permits? Where do they park? Do 

they get ticketed? 
A. Last year when using the simulation centers at Tech North and Tech South, they provided parking 

permits for the day to avoid getting ticketed. Planning ahead and asking for parking permits or 
knowing where to park is essential.  Parking is a barrier to attending events at Alberta site.  

 
V. OLD BUSINESS 

Dale Quest, Ph.D. 
PLFSOM Faculty Council President-Elect 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A. Calls for Nominations  
The Faculty Council is soliciting nominations to fill faculty member vacancies on the committees listed 
below. Please send nominations via email to fservices@ttuhsc.edu by December 8th. 

a. Committee on Continuing Medical Education (4 seats) 
b. Committee on Medical School Admissions (3 seats) 
c. Committee on Student Grading and Promotion (1 seat) 
d. Physician and Student Well-Being Committee (2 seats) 
e. Committee on Clinical Affairs (5 seats) 

 
B. EPCMS Representative Nominations 

The Faculty Council is soliciting for one (1) El Paso County Medical Society Faculty Council Representative 
Nominations for the 2024 Calendar year. Dr. Walker is the current representative and is interested in 
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continuing in this role. The two representatives will be required to attend monthly EPCMS meetings and 
provide a report at the PLFSOM Faculty Council meetings each month. Any voting PLFSOM faculty member 
may be nominated for this role. This is not limited to PLFSOM Faculty Council Representatives. Please 
submit nominations to fservices@ttuhsc.edu by December 8th. 

 
C. PLFSOM Academic Council Election 

The following faculty have been nominated to fill one (1) seat on the PLFSOM Academic Council. An E-vote 
was distributed to the faculty council representatives last week. Faculty Council members are able to cast 
their vote through November 30th. 

• Gilbert Handal, M.D., Professor, Department of Pediatrics  
• Narges Khanjani, M.D., Ph.D., Department of Medical Education 
• Avi Kopstick, M.D., Department of Pediatrics 
• Mingtao Zeng, Ph.D., Department of Molecular & Transitional Medicine 

 
VI. NEW BUSINESS 

Dale Quest, Ph.D. 
PLFSOM Faculty Council President-Elect 
 

A. New Committee Appointments 
The Faculty Council previously solicited nominations to fill vacancies on multiple committees. The following 
faculty members have been appointed to these PLFSOM Standing Committees by the dean: 

a. Committee on Clinical Affairs 
- Eseosa Bazuaye-Ekwuyasi, MD, Pediatrics 

b. Committee on Medical School Admissions 
- Churchill Ihentuge, MD, PhD, Medical Education 

c. Committee on Student Affairs  
- Michael Rytting, M.D., Pediatrics 

d. Committee on Student Grading and Promotion 
- Namrata Singh, M.D., Medical Education 

e. Ad Hoc Bylaws Committee 
Having received no volunteers for the Ad Hoc Bylaws Committee, the Faculty Council officers 
graciously agreed to serve on the committee. This ad hoc committee will begin the crucial work 
of reviewing and making proposed revisions to the faculty bylaws to become compliant with 
Senate Bill 17 before the law takes effect on January 1, 2024. They will work with the various 
committees, and stakeholders and present a draft for review in the coming months. 
- Alok Dwivedi, Ph.D., Molecular & Translational Medicine 
- Stormy Monks, Ph.D., M.P.H., Emergency Medicine 
- Dale Quest, Ph.D., Medical Education 
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Approved:  
 
___________________________________  
Dale Quest, Ph.D. 
PLFSOM Faculty Council President-Elect 
 

Dr. Quest mentioned the Committee on Clinical Affairs has faced another barrier in meeting due to a lack of assigned 
administrative support.  The Faculty Council is addressing this matter with the Office of Clinical Affairs.   

VII. FACULTY COUNCIL ANNOUCEMENTS 
Dale Quest, Ph.D. 
PLFSOM Faculty Council President-Elect 
 
 
 
 
 

A. December Meeting and Mix & Mingle – 12/18 
- The next faculty council meeting is set for December 18, 2023. All PLFSOM faculty are invited to 

join for a brief meeting and stay afterward for food, networking and holiday cheer. 
B. January 2024 Meeting Rescheduled – 1/16/24  

- The January Faculty Council meeting has been rescheduled to Tuesday, January 16, 2023 due to the 
MLK Holiday. All PLFSOM faculty are welcome to join. 

VIII. ROUND TABLE DISCUSSION 
Dale Quest, Ph.D. 
PLFSOM Faculty Council President-Elect 
 

Not Applicable   

IX.  ADJOURNMENT 
Dale Quest, Ph.D. 
PLFSOM Faculty Council President-Elect 

Dr. Quest announced the next Faculty Council meeting will be held on December 18, 2023. All faculty are invited 
to attend.  With no further business to discuss, Dr. Quest adjourned the meeting at 12:43PM. 

Dale Quest (Apr 11, 2024 15:27 MDT)
Dale Quest

https://ttuhscep.na2.documents.adobe.com/verifier?tx=CBJCHBCAABAAgJmrEfzWmitRF_mMomvBwqyQFLaI0GMN
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